Dear dint, Status House assassinations eon-iittee 3/3/77 

Ordinarily I'd not take this time when we'll Haw time to tall: after court tomorrow. 
However, some radio news items I heard while preparing for Hod last night and while 
shaving this morning suggested the outlines of what I think I gee, so I went out as soon 
as there was no danger of walking into the path of a skunk to see if the paper was here* 

Ho Joke about the skunk. *t happened last time I went to Washington when just before 
daws I walked eat the lane to meet my ride* There on the lew side of the end of the dzise- 
way was what looked like a rock where I knew there should He a© rock. The country boy in 
me stopped pronto, despite the ©old, and sure enough, the rback started to amble off. When 
I walked out after it and was out from under the pines it was visible enough, a skunk, 
four-legs model. 

As you will Have see®, the fiasee is the lead st ry in today* s Post. 

Ton eaa o t judge Gardner by the Post's policy or by what he writes* I’ve known him 
for ten year®. He is sot for a® investigation now, as best I can figure out what bis 
owa feelings are as distinguished from his reporting of events* But he was not this way 
ten years ago* You may not remember it Hut he is the gay who broke the story so embarrassing 
to Bamsey CJark daring Clark's o«fintatioa hearings. The FBI had Heoby-trappod Clark, 
who never had the common sense to realise that was not an accident Hat is their way. But 
the Post was for Clark, not against Msu This is the story that Clay Sh&w was believed 
by the FBI to He Olay Bertrand* 

Seorge worked hard in Hew Orleans acsd is a more than merely able reporter* What turned 
bin eff ia all the mats who flocked around Canison and Garrison's andieps lies **»b triid 
stories and pare fabrications* This is what turned moat of the press off - act that most 
begs® friendly but they had a competitive situation that would Have kept them that way* 

It is precisely what has happened to this aomaitbee with the press* The press, 
both the Post md the HXTiaes, knowing there was a competitive situation with this. eom- 
m&tbee and. that all committees can leak to favorites, began by playing it straight and 
bone* ly» with mem eempetitLon t© write favorable atonies. I recall several extra ones 
ia tic Post that it went out of its way to do, status figees rather than news stories* 
loa may remember I used one m the Sale shew last week* t was almost a half-page* They 
Had glowing stories about Sorague when he was appointed, ' too* 

The spooks turned this around. Bemeraber my spot analysis when w® were in Wisconsin 
and there was the Sosbko story? H was transparent and 1 wag* was correct in doping it 
©at. It was the M testing ©f the committee. fids was then carried forward with the 
Kessler story* which had the committee and the supposedly toagHnairded Sprague scrambling ! 
for invisible marbles like a bunsh of greedy ktnja, lore the spooks knew they would for- 
ever be able to pull strings* If the Memphis gang needed any priming after that, and 
I do net tMnk they did, you can be sure they were cued in by the FBI locals or through 
them I mean* These kinds of amnipulations are the functions of the gays whose names I have 
forgotten who succeeded the BeLoaches end the Bishops, all Hoover' a boys. I think 3da»s 
is erne* Ton will remember how he ringed the Church committee noses ~ in public- and then 
did exactly the same thing with Edwards, with Mast passing up futile notes about 
what he knew nothing about, his supposed specialty* Lane's foolish boasting that he owned 
Sprague, exactly the way the press took it, was the coup da grace* 

Then it is a fact that these guys aetuslly decided their committee would not 
the barren Commissi on and hfoe executive agencies* It is wierd iwffc but my sources are 
solid, they went farthur and decided that the %«se would not accept any report which 
even questioned them, (fee of the staff leaders ia this role is Sick. Bemember two things 
about him, How uptight be got last October the morning I spent with Sprague and hj« and 
Brootan and. Oner and Gay that I recall. Sprague was taking no calls but there was one he 
had to take. When he was on the shone I asked Sick, for a copy of Bpwning's preson catioa 
to the Holes ccmmltt©© on Harrow* As soon as I asked for it He was out of control., fetfe© 
that. Se wanted to know why. I told M m because it was all shit and I'd better read it 
to see if there is any way I could figure out to defend the® against it ©nee the CIA and 
the FBI started using it against them. How you know that was all public ©sly it hadn't been 
printed. So I was asking for no secrets* it is pnblie domain. But I have never gotten it* 



Jda leads se to bsliewe that lie has some responsibility for Morrow, whose staff isn't 
m. deceat slit, t is rotten shit, obviously false and not even falsified cleverly. 
th _ f? StaHB ® r after 1 *** P^a^oaia Khan I was the closing speaker at 

5; Si tJ rar ^ * eatalogne of m horrors and after each asked 

t J is ^ kiBd of **»■ y©« want?* SesoB&er how pat out 2iek was then? Se was there, 
aow go hack to the tine 1 took yon to Bowsing* s office. 1 was still so weak fees the 
P^aaonis tnat jleyd had to drive me there. Sfaia earns from the assistant to some Illinois 

w SS?8Sf?Siali taKSR ia ^ F^ss c«f««*es afte. X was taken ill in Sew loxfe and 

Jofore you c asm up to read my speech at MB for me. Se then asked se for the position 

vE?? f sm ^ ^ osala & olfice* Sick is the one who was resisting your suggestions 
. T < ^ 5sng ® s ^ resolution, not liny, thereafter he and Tiny caste here several times 
o go over ®y a lies, the stuff 1 had not yet published. flay saw imediately what they 
would moan to an investigation and I told them if they got the I'd give item 

all «ba« work. Hick has ten mu fa bout all this. 

slat kina of coacattee is going to do what good if they will not criticise the 
. _ 0BE ^* a ^» criticize the FBI only when it is unfair and won't hurt the iH 
Xi look abused ** 4 *«rt within recent weeks this id the input I*a 

fr02 Tsr ? sources. Met: is the leader of that group inside the staff 
as he is one of those pat qb the staff fay Sprague at so enormously acre than. Bpwnia# 
was laying. 

Before* I gs into what^I think; I see ia the present situation and what who is saying 
I want to as£ a few rhetorical questions about the vsiy early days of the comsitta®. I'm 
aakiag aa extra carbon and X aay mad it to Jiang s© X won't if X decide ta have to 
f 6 ? Ma aias. Toe will remember I spottsea. 11 lasg?er Qsssr for what he was right off the 
. was Hot im & Wrmteig 1 me right, that he was oat to get Jimmy inside the com- 
f°?\ tb ® aJ * * aKeaber non-existing disiia eUm Sprague tried to sake wha m »© 
set With hi^i last Sovesiber, that he would do wrong to hire ex-FBI agents but it is not 
to Mr© lawyers from the U. He had no answer when I told him « not M»- 

that these lawyers all cover for tfcs FBI and often are involved with Take as 

CB®TOBi®at examine of shorn I then know, Sam and the Murphy of the renamed Murphy 
report after I went public with Shaheen’s connection »iith Mdiae. 

«hat this amounts to, particularly when you censid&r that almost all his lawyers 
are former prosedatera and all Isis invas tigs tors are former cops is that he has a staff 

7® ^ T pi ^ ea wbere ^ the ^ P 80 ? 1 ® *»«» long and friendly working connections with 
J? lE* ? er ® is m of investigating either assassination without investigating 

?! ff; Gan ?E: 3e gays do it? Hot «* they not from their connections with the FBI 
but it is tefe to aaaama that free these connections the FM has things on at least acme. 

v, vVF nt J hat Rftsrnson in October with others or the staff, not Sprague. 'Deoavm, 
who had been here several time a when he was with the Judiciary subcommittee, told me 
that in a couple of dayB he was coming up with his own xerox machine and would stay at 

ik&l * I Qtf f TBA Mii a ***» here and he said to, heM rather copy in the 
dj?time md work over a,, night what he had copied each day. Sow bear in mind that he knew 
what is her®. Ask yourself then when it was all free, fas had to give ®e nothing for all 
these yearsof work, why he had not cose in almost a half year- has sot asked me for & 
single papei? He is supposed to be in charge of feds part and he was a good selection, fhare 
ls . ,f answer, he was ordered not to. Why wold anyone order him not to csobi© up and 
got aH those records free? 1 S»r for msr' mam a ©omieeted with wamtiag to know or wasting 

a!? 8 ? 88 * 6 * ? ® eo *^ s saw were formerly seesret FM records or these 

relating to the FfiT. *hts goes hack to the sabecaEEdttee hsartngs, which really ties in 
with the current situatian as I think I am ham it pieced together. 

kametor ttese hearings at which yen were suppe^d to testify and at the last adnute 
the gave! me banged and you w» theye holding this statement they 'had asked vm to pre- 
1 learned what happ^al since, from an inside source. low that was s good staff, 
hot to do its job. Kemestber chief comsel vas go anxious to leara what I knew that 
? ip ^ ^ U P ^ the Biddle of tbs. night and easie here so we could consult 

wMle ha drove me to the hos|dtal? :*& beeeoe®;- h®; ; eaM they*d be wanting to keep 



pat lie transcript of s public teasing* Mow why would a "freedom of information 11 sub- 
committee itself suppress the oablic record? 4s you know, when I wrote Tl® that if he 
did not give you a t anseript to file is court I would file an affidavit swearing that 
1 tad to give hearsay testimony because the freedom of information eoamittoe would not 
let us have the public record of public tostimosy. That Bella ©cold not take when she 
was running for office in Hew Tank* 

But this is also a measure of the amount of pressure bright pat on her. It only 
began with, not letting you testify after they asked you to and. not even letting you know. 

It meant the end of those hearings. There was not another one. And the transcript has 
act yeat appeared, ^his is the real Wright* doing a Job for those who want to suppress 
all the records. He is the So. 2 Democrat in the House. With this record w^y is be flying 
into precedent's face to force Sprague m tin ea&sdttee and the %«ae* trying to do what 
in the entire hlsigry of the country has not been dome* 

Coi fi bond? Only the executive agencies# sore the MS than the GIA hut then in 
partieslar. * 

^«®ber3 of the eeaaiite® were asked about what they have. They’ve been alive for 
alnwt six months* have a large staff* lots of wmey and power, including the almost 
noosed subpoena power. Prayer said “I don't know of any bombshells we sure about t© drop.” 

Be. is a conservative ^e®o«mt* The tofchliesa Andersen spoke of *toe low repute we 
have in the Bi nds of other Mashers of the House* * See a fgueatroy could not indicate they 
have anything of consequence or massing, which is what was ssid by "other *Wbers* of the 
eonalttoe* If he dees something slang the line be speculated about* "fpeus m the results 
of the invest! Jjatloa so far * it will be an even greater disaster because they have 
done no investigating and don t even have the records they could have had* toe others 
Skers never came back for aftlr toe first Mg box of then be took from here. It will 
also be a disaster for ^immy because as even their defenders like P admit they fehve 
assumed that Jimmy is toe assassin and their report says it* They can^t ehange on that 
of ttoy ridicule themselves out of existence even before they are eon tinned because that 
is their official report to the louse* their accounting of their last year’s supposed 
work. They also assumed Oswald* s guilt in their report* as P in particular also now admits* 
How do you see added point in toe timing of the phoney story of the fake Oswald to 
unt letter, timed for yesterday* s appearance when, it was public long ago and is an 
old fake? Qnece again back to the standard method of the Goshkp and Messier stories 
followed by those other phonies like the one planted with HPh and broadcast coast- to-ccast. 
Whoever planted that in Newsweek had to know too timing. The orchestration is dear. 
O'Meill came close to forecasting the rad of the committee before toe Goasales letter. 
®eorge read some of a transeript to ho. He promised to send me a copy. If it eases today 
I’ll give it to you tomorrow. What be really did, as 1 took his words, is say that if 
they are continued it will race again be on bullshit end they’11 be wrecked after being 
con ti n ue d. That would be even worse than toe present dep lor a ble situation* 

As I see it this, if it oos Manes an its preamt coarse, is going to be better, not 
worse for ‘‘limsy. It stakes possible for us what might not have bora easy. Might now I ’a 
jwetty confident for a awebsr of reasons I’ve indicated earlier* what I found in the Levi 
sses© yesterday opens the door. 1 think it was open in several other ways earlier, especially 
toe connection I made three weeks ago* 1 have started patting it all together, for what 
I have to do with it for next rack there' is no question about my being ready. 1 do not 
have ■rack more to do or I would sot be taking: this time sow. 1*11 be- ready for that today, 
for the next step I can. give you two rough estimates* without an assistant by Memorial 
Hay. With help and no emergencies about six weeks. 

I’m pretty confident* of to® outcome, to®. What I new have is entirely without 
precedent and without my possibility of refutation. I think you are going to find it 
even acre overwhlegrf.Bg than from the glance you’ve had. There is much we can t remember 
it all. I see acre as 1 pot it together. I’m glad 1 have duplicates cut of my possession, 
together with my notes an it. ...If Arthsi does not have the arrangements made with Clarence 
for tomorrow after noon try to keep after him to reset them for the afternoon of the 4th. 

New for toe mail* 



